
             

       

FOOTBRIDGE UPDATE 

FEBRUARY 4, 1014  
 

The Wanakena Footbridge was extensively damaged by an ice jam on January 13, 2014.  This suspension footbridge 

was originally constructed in 1902 by the Rich Lumber Company as a 171 foot pedestrian transportation walkway 

across the Oswegatchie River. The footbridge was deeded to the Town of Fine in September 1924 along with a (10) 

ten foot wide strip of land from Front Street to South Shore Road.        

 

     

DONATIONS / FUNDRAISING  (Allen Ditch) 

The Wanakena Historical Association has developed a logo, fundraising campaign slogan, a PayPal 

account for online donations and candy bars with Wanakena Footbridge wrapping for sale. 

 

The WHA Facebook page has 105 “likes” to date.   

 

Please visit the WHA homepage at http://wanakena.webs.com/ 

 

 

GRANT IDENTIFICATION   (Sue Westbrook) 

Sue Westbrook met with St. Lawrence County grant writer Heidi Ames on 2/4/14 to formulate a plan to 

identify grant opportunities.   

 

 

REGULATORY AFFAIRS   (Sherman Craig) 
The NYS DEC has been contacted about the bridge issues.  They have no concerns at this point, but we 

will need permits if we do any foundation work along the River’s edge.   

 

 

SALVAGE, DESIGN, & CONSTRUCTION   (Tom Sauter) 

A structural engineer inspected the bridge on 1/24/14.  We focused on identifying appropriate, affordable, 

safe solutions to remove the bridge from the ice, temporally brace and stabilize.  This is a complicated 

operation with portions of the bridge encapsulated in the ice.  There are worker safety issues dealing with 

chopping the ice away.  There is the danger of pulling the south tower down when lifting the bridge. 

 

Tom Sauter and Mark Hall are setting up a site visit with potential contractor to get more ideas on how to 

secure the bridge at a reasonable cost. 

 

As a construction worksite and pedestrian transportation suspension bridge, current codes and standards 

must be adhered to for everyone’s safety.       

              

Brian Donovan’s Deed Research 

The footbridge was deeded to the Town of Fine in September 1924 along with a (10) ten foot wide strip 

of land from Front Street to South Shore Road.        


