
Public Hearing    May 27, 2015 

 
 A special joint public hearing with the Towns of Clifton and Fine was held on Wednesday, 
May 27, 2015 at the Municipal Office Building in Star Lake.  A quorum of both boards was present.  
The public hearing was opened at 7:00 PM. 
 

Board Members Present Absent Late Arrived 

Fine Supervisor Mark Hall X    

Fine Councilman Philip Giardino  X   

Fine Councilman Brian Donovan X    

Fine Councilwoman Susan Westbrook X    

Fine Councilwoman Vickie Davenport X    

Clifton Supervisor Charles Hooven X    

Clifton Councilwoman Julie Lanphear X    

Clifton Councilman Cory Perrault X    

Clifton Councilman Charles Trembley X    

Clifton Councilwoman Mary Zuhlsdorf X    

 Others- H. Dolan, S. Snider, R. Berg, C. Condrin, A. Hartmann, B. Dolan, W. Hunter, G. Cean, 
W. Powers, G. Persson, J. Burns, M. Watson, and Carrie Tuttle from DANC. 
 Project - Carrie Tuttle explained to all present the purpose of the public hearing is to form a new 
water district; this is required to do away with the ad valorum water tax on the property tax bills.  The 
new target rate for the water districts will be $526.00 for both Clifton and Fine. 
 Summer Residents – It was asked if the summer residents will have to pay the same rate as the 
year round residents.  There will be a debt repayment part of the bill and a usage part of the bill.  There 
will be a minimum, so chances are; they will be paying the same.  The district will be converting to 
EDU (Equivalent Dwelling Units), so some places will be paying more, such as the hospital, the school 
and houses with apartments.  Vacant lots would also have to pay a percentage of an EDU. 
 Grants – Some grants were applied for that we did not get, another grant opportunity is coming 
up and we will be applying for that. 
 Referendum – It was explained that this project is subject to Permissive Refendum, which 
means residents within the district would need to petition the board for a vote of the district residents.  It 
was believed that this would require signatures from 10% of the people within the district.  It was asked, 
what would happen if it were brought to a vote and voted down?  The towns would lose another 
construction season; the funding offers would go away.  At least some of the project would still need to 
be done, the systems are old and in need of repair.  New engineering reports would need to be written, 
new funding offers would need to be sought, and it would all cost money.  The water storage tank is 
leaking and needs to be fixed or replaced.  Pipes are old and breaking and need to be replaced. 
 Steps – The proposed resolution was read.  After the boards adopt the resolution to establish the 
districts, notice must be posted and the project can be sent out to bid if a referendum is not mandated.  
Mark expressed how much help DANC has been with the project, since none of the board members are 
equipped to handle such a complicated project.  
 Close – The public hearing was closed at 8:00 PM. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
        
        
       Hope M. Dolan, Town Clerk 


