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TOWN OF FINE SPECIAL MEETING MARCH 29, 2017 

A special meeting of the Fine Town Board was held on Wednesday, March 29, 2017 at 
the Clifton-Fine Central School in Star Lake.  The meeting was called to order at 6:34 PM with 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Board Members Present Absent Late Arrived 

Supervisor Susan Westbrook  X    

Councilman Philip Giardino  X    

Councilman AD Brown  X    

Councilwoman Connie Snider  X    

Councilman Jeremy Thompson  X    

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Guests: There were many people present from the public, Barton & Loguidice, DANC, 
Hydrosource, and Bond, Schoeneck & King. 
 Chris Lawton from Barton & Loguidice gave a brief overview of the project and 
explained that the Town is considering using Eminent Domain Procedure Law to obtain access to 
a portion of private property to conduct well testing necessary to determine whether the property 
would provide a groundwater source for the Star Lake Water District.  If the testing demonstrates 
that these well sites would provide a viable groundwater source for the Water District, then the 
Town would seek to acquire a portion of the private property for public use and benefit.  If the 
owners of this private property are not willing to cooperate with the Town, then it is possible that 
the Town may need to use its powers of eminent domain to acquire the property.   
 Chris explained that a groundwater source is the preferred option due to costs.  If surface 
water is used, approximately $500,000 will have to be used for upgrades to the pumphouse and it 
would cost approximately $80,000 more per year in operation and maintenance, roughly $150.00 
per customer, per year. 
 There were many questions from the public regarding why certain parcels were added to 
the district, where lines will be installed, questions on the easements, the EDU charges, and 
when the project construction will begin.  Carrie Tuttle explained that what lots were added to 
the district was done some time ago and there were public hearings.  There is another meeting 
with the attorney in the works to answer questions on easements, and the engineers are preparing 
to go out to bid for the first part of the project soon.  If the water district has to shut down the 
water system, they will do their best to notify people ahead of time. 
 AD Brown made a statement that he is personally against Eminent Domain and does not 
feel the town should be doing it. 
 Public Hearing – 03/2017-107 Moved by P. Giardino, seconded by C. Snider to adopt 
the attached resolution authorizing a public hearing. 
  Roll Call Vote -  Susan Westbrook - Aye 
      Philip Giardino- Aye 
      Connie Snider- Aye 
      AD Brown-  No  
      Jeremy Thompson- No Carried. 

Town officials present: Present Absent 

Chris Cooper, Attorney X  

Hope Dolan, Town Clerk X  

Mark Hall, Water Superintendent X  
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 Authorization -03/2017-108 Moved by J. Thompson, seconded by C. Snider to authorize 
Barton & Loguidice to advertise for sealed bids for the furnishing of all labor and materials 
necessary for Contract #1 – General Construction of the Clifton-Fine Water System 
Improvement Project.  Bids must be submitted in a sealed envelope plainly marked with the 
words “Sealed Bid for Contract #1 – General Construction of the Clifton-Fine Water System 
Improvement Project”, and the Bidder’s Name, address and phone number.  Faxed bids will not 
be accepted.  All bids need to be received at the Town of Fine Municipal Offices, 4078 SH 3, 
Star Lake, NY 13690 by 11:00 AM local time Wednesday, April 26, 2017, at which time and 
place they will be publicly opened and read aloud. 
  Ayes: 5  Noes: 0  Carried. 
 Adjourn – 03/2017-109 Moved by J. Thompson, seconded by C. Snider the meeting was 
adjourned at 7:55 PM. 
  Ayes: 5  Noes: 0  Carried. 
 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       Hope M. Dolan, Town Clerk 
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TOWN OF FINE 

03/2017-107 

AUTHORIZING THE HOLDING OF A PUBLIC HEARING AND TAKING OTHER 

ACTIONS IN ANTICIPATION OF PROPERTY ACQUISITION IN CONNECTION 

WITH THE STAR LAKE WATER DISTRICT IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 

 
 
WHEREAS, the Town of Fine Star Lake Water District (the “District”), which serves residents 
in the Town of Fine and the Town of Clifton, currently sources its water supply from Star Lake.  
As a public water supply that utilizes a surface water source, the District is required to filter and 
disinfect the water to meet regulatory standards; and 
 
WHEREAS, the District is undertaking necessary improvements to its water supply system and 
in connection therewith, the District has elected to undertake a hydrogeologic evaluation and 
groundwater source exploration study with the objective of locating and developing a 
groundwater source that can replace the surface water treatment system because use of a 
groundwater supply will allow the District to forgo much of the rigorous and expensive treatment 
requirements, lessening the financial burden on the residents located within the District; and  
 
WHEREAS, hydrogeological investigation of the Star Lake area aquifer, together with testing of 
alternative sites, indicates that the best potential source for groundwater well locations are 
between the Golf Course and Twin Lakes on property located in the Town of Fine and more 
particularly described as Tax Map Parcel No. 224.000-1-4 (the “Property”); and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town of Fine (the “Town”) has diligently worked to obtain the Property 
owners’ consent for the necessary well pump testing, but despite several outreach efforts, the 
owners have not been willing to consent to any testing; and 
 
WHEREAS, subject to the completion of certain well pump tests on the Property, the Town 
anticipates that it will need to acquire a portion of the Property to locate two groundwater supply 
well sites; and  
 
WHEREAS, although the Town shall continue to use reasonable efforts to acquire the Property 
by negotiation, in the event that such negotiation is not successful, the Town may need to acquire 
such property by condemnation proceedings; and 
 
WHEREAS, as a precondition to acquiring the Property by eminent domain, the Town is 
required under Section 201 et. seq. of the New York Eminent Domain Procedure Law (the 
"EDPL") to hold a public hearing to inform the public and to review the public use to be served 
by the project and the impact of the project on the environment and residents of the locality 
where the project will be constructed. 
 
  



  

 pg. 4 

TOWN OF FINE SPECIAL MEETING MARCH 29, 2017 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT: 

 
RESOLVED, that the Town will hold a public hearing under Section 201 et. seq. of the New 
York Eminent Domain Procedure Law with respect to the Property at 6:30 p.m. on May 24, 2017 
at a location to be determined; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that pursuant to Section 404 of the New York Eminent Domain Procedure Law 
and Section 32-a of the New York State Town Law, the Town’s officers, agents or contractors 
will be accessing the Property as early as the week of April 2, 2017 to undertake necessary 
surveys, investigations and well pump testing to determine whether a viable groundwater source 
exists under the Property; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the Town Supervisor and her designees are hereby authorized to take all 
actions and give all notifications that might be required or desirable under the EDPL as 
preconditions to acquiring the Property through negotiation or through condemnation 
proceedings; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the Town Supervisor is hereby authorized, empowered and directed, for and 
on behalf of the Town, to perform any and all actions and to execute any and all documents on 
behalf of the Town as they may deem necessary, appropriate or advisable to carry out the intent 
and purposes of the foregoing resolution. 
 
  


