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 A public hearing regarding the passing of Local Law # 6 for the year 2011 for a Tax Cap 
Override for the 2012 Budget was held on Wednesday, October 26, 2011 at the Municipal Office 
Building in Star Lake.  Attendance was taken and a quorum was present.  The hearing began with 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Board Members Present Absent Late Arrived 

Supervisor Mark Hall X    

Councilman Philip Giardino X    

Councilman Brian Donovan X    

Councilwoman Emily Nolan X    

Councilwoman Vickie Davenport X    

 
Town officials present: Present Absent 

Roger Folsom, Highway Supt. X  

Peg Smith, Account Clerk X  

Hope Dolan, Town Clerk X  

Elizabeth Cooper, Community Dev. Coordinator X  

Christopher Cooper, Town Attorney X  

Sadie Hall, Bookkeeper X  

 Guests: F. Rogers, E. Crispin, H. Boyea, D. Dzikowski, B. Brown, S. Westbrook, D. Henri-
Foley, W. Hunter and G. Monto. 

The public hearing was opened at 6:30 PM. 
Mark explained to the public that there are still some questions with the passing of the tax 

cap law.  As a protection for the town, the board is looking to pass this override law just as a 
precaution.  The preliminary budget as presented right now is under the tax cap. 

Butch Brown was concerned about this becoming a license to spend.  Mark assured him that 
it is not.  The public will still have a voice in the budget process. 

The public hearing was closed at 6:50 PM. 
The preliminary budget hearing was opened at 6:50 PM. 
Dues - Mark explained that he got an updated letter from the Adirondack Association of 

Towns and Villages, their dues for 2012 will be $450 instead of the $400.  Mark would like that 
changed in the budget. 

Message - Mark also added to the budget message and the budget notes. 
Dog control officer - There was discussion on the duties of the dog control officer. 
The public hearing was closed at 6:59 PM. 
A special meeting of the Fine Town Board was called to order at 6:59 PM. 
Grant - Elizabeth explained the proposed projects that the waterfront committee would like 

to address with the 2011 Local Waterfront Revitalization Grant.  The total for all projects is 
$120,000.  This is a one for one matching grant. Volunteer hours can count towards the match.  
Roger had some concerns about the amount of match that is to be supplied by the highway 
department.  This can be adjusted. 

Grant -10/2011-163 Moved by E. Nolan, seconded by B. Donovan to authorize the 
supervisor to sign the grant application for the 2011 Waterfront Revitalization Grant. 

  Ayes: 5  Noes: 0  Carried. 
Sales Tax - 10/2011-164 Moved by E. Nolan, seconded by B. Donovan to vote on the 

following County Sales Tax Resolution: 
 Whereas, the St. Lawrence County Treasurer has requested that the Town of Fine 

accept sales tax payments instead of crediting sales tax to offset county taxes, and 
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 Whereas, the County Treasurer is requesting the Town of Fine accept quarterly sales 
tax payments because of accounting difficulties with credits and debits carrying over in county 
taxes from year to year, and  

 Whereas, the county would benefit from receiving property tax payments sooner 
from the town, because the town levy would be reduced by the sales tax amount, therefore 
satisfying the town levy quicker, and  

 Whereas, if the town accepted sales tax payments, the revenue added to the town 
budget would lower the town tax levy and provide a more accurate representation of both town and 
county tax burdens while having a minimal change to the overall tax expense to the taxpayer, and 

 Whereas, the Town of Fine is one of only four or five towns that remain in St. 
Lawrence County that doesn't accept quarterly sales tax payments, and  

 Whereas, the Town of Fine would receive quarterly sales tax payments from the 
County on or about Feb 5th, May 5th, Aug 5th, and Nov 5th each year, and  

 Whereas, the Town of Fine must pass a resolution before December requesting the 
change for the following year if it so chooses, and  

 Whereas, the Town of Fine does not agree that the formula used to calculate sales 
tax distribution based on 50% assessed value and 50% population is fair, unless the same formula 
were to be used to collect county property taxes, 

 Now, therefore, be it resolved that the Town of Fine wants to accept quarterly sales 
tax payments from St. Lawrence County. 

 Ayes: 0  Noes: 5  Not Carried. 
Local Law- 10/2011-165 Moved by E. Nolan, seconded by P. Giardino to adopt Local Law 

# 6 for the year 2011 for a tax cap override for the 2012 budget. 
 Roll Call Vote: Mark Hall  Aye 
    Emily Nolan  Aye 
    Brian Donovan Aye 
    Vickie Davenport Aye 
    Philip Giardino Aye  Carried. 
Bills -10/2011-166 Moved by B. Donovan, seconded by V. Davenport to make the payment 

of $195.00 to NYS GFOA for Sadie to attend a conference in Lake Placid on October 27th. 
  Ayes: 5  Noes: 0  Carried. 
Court Clerk- The board received correspondence from Julie LaTray, her court clerk is 

taking a 3 month leave of absence and she is recommending Mary LaTray be appointed to that 
position temporarily. 

Appointment- 10/2011-167 Moved by E. Nolan, seconded by V. Davenport to appoint 
Mary LaTray to the position of court clerk for the next 3 months. 

  Ayes: 5  Noes: 0  Carried. 
Adjourn - 10/2011-168 Moved by E. Nolan, seconded by V. Davenport the meeting was 

adjourned at 7:35 PM. 
  Ayes: 5  Noes: 0  Carried. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
       Hope M. Dolan, Town Clerk 
 


