
Smart Growth Update 

Damoth Fund 

April 8th is a Damoth Fund Workshop, at the municipal building in Star Lake at 7pm. Bring ideas for fund 

raising and plan to write and submit an application by the end of the session. 

Waterfront Advisory Committee 

We had a WAC Meeting on 3/5 that went very well getting everyone up to speed on the current grants 

and opportunities for future grants. We are in dire need of WAC committee members. We would like to 

gain some representatives from the smaller hamlets (Newton Falls, Oswegatchie, and Windfall in 

particular). The committee is very small and attendances at the meetings seem to be as well.  

Community Fund 

All the mailers for the community fund have been mailed out and large thank you goes out to CFEDC for 

funding that project. We are closing in on the $50,000.00 match but still have a little ways to go. I don’t 

have an exact number to share at this time, but donations are still coming in daily.  

2007 Grant 

We are in the final stages of putting the 2007 grant to bed after the installation of the lights behind the 

CL Community Center. The lights are still not turned but should be by the end of the month. Upon 

completion of the as-built drawings by ELAN and the inspector’s approval to turn on the lights it will be 

complete. I am in the process of submitting a final payment request for the Town of Clifton. 

2009 and 2011 grants 

Paperwork is being finalized for the transfer of the 2009 grant from the Town of Clifton to the Town of 

Fine, at which time we can submit a first payment request.  

2009 & 2011 Grants is part of the Streetscape project in the Hamlets of Star Lake and Cranberry Lake. 

ELAN has some public recommendations for the Streetscape project and will be announcing a public 

meeting in Cranberry Lake and in Star Lake to get additional public input. This is planned for June once 

the seasonal residences have returned - an exact date, location and time is yet to be set. The 

Streetscape Project is a large project with multiple small projects within. We will be looking for liaisons 

for smaller projects as the work is hoped to begin, summer 2014. An outline of the projects will be made 

available soon and liaisons will then be requested for each project. The projects will designed smaller to 

eventually complete the larger picture.   

We are finishing up production of the Top 10 Fishing Access Sites Brochure and are looking for fishing 

pictures on the Oswegatchie River, Little River, Star Lake, Cranberry Lake and Tooley Pond. Any 

submittals can be sent to me at -  cfsmartgrowth@gmail.com   



Planned production is for spring 2014. We have chosen a designer of the brochure and to help us with 

the “branding” of Clifton and Fine. With this brochure we are also trying to develop a Clifton/Fine Logo 

with a catch phrase to brand the area and for future development of a marketing strategy and 

campaign. Three logos are being created with public feedback received and will be presented to the 

Town Board and the community to vote on. With this logo we will produce future Top 10 brochures to 

create a series and eventually novelties can be created to have a similar look. Think of it like “I Love NY” 

but on a smaller scale – for now. Suggestions and comments can also be submitted to me at the above 

email.  

2013 Grant 

The 2013 Grants major focus right now is invasive species remediation, prevention and spread. Exact 

steps are now being developed with heavier focus on the Cranberry Lake boat launch site. More details 

will come as we approach spring and talks continue. A contract, work details and planning is yet to be 

set by the DOS.  

Oswegatchie Blue Trail 

This is a grant received by the Town of Ogdensburg to develop a plan for a blue trail along the entire 

Oswegatchie River. The river as you know runs through the Hamlets Wanakena, Cranberry Lake, Newton 

Falls, Oswegatchie and Fine, making this an indirect positive impact on our communities. I attended the 

last meeting with Sherm and Annette Craig. We were asked to create a steering committee to represent 

the area. Craig and Annette will represent Fine and I will be representing Clifton. A second for Clifton is 

being considered if that person’s employer will allow her to represent and not be a conflict. 

This grant is for the planning phase, the following grant will be for initiating work. The Town of Fine has 

no responsibility for anything in regards to the grant process but might be approached with 

recommendations and considerations for the sections running through the region. They are requesting a 

small monetary donation from the Towns of Fine to cover the match for the architect and planner. $500 

to $1000 is the envisioned amount.     

Motion 

Have Mark sign paperwork to have 2009 grant signed over from the Town of Clifton to the Town of Fine. 

Was previously signed but never received by the DOS.  

 


